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JAMES POINT — PROPOSED PORT 

670. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 
I refer to the James Point port development and the Premier’s comments yesterday. 
(1) Does the Premier stand by his statement yesterday that Mr Buckeridge intends to construct an island in 

Cockburn Sound? 
(2) Has the Premier had any advice on his view that Mr Buckeridge intends to build an island and the 

impact that this statement, if incorrect, will have on Mr Buckeridge’s claim against the state? 
(3) If the Premier’s statement was incorrect, why has he not corrected the record? 
Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
(1)–(3) I find it a perverse outcome that the Labor Party is advocating for Len Buckeridge in Parliament. How 

ironic is that! The Labor Party has come to Parliament asking questions on behalf of Len Buckeridge, 
its sole leader! How it has turned. I wonder what the unions will think of this latest strategy by the 
Leader of the Opposition: “Let us advocate for wealthy Western Australian Liberal supporters and see if 
we can win some of their votes over”! 

Mr R.H. Cook: Are you finished? Are you going to answer the question now? 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: I just find it extraordinary. 
Mrs M.H. Roberts: You’re the one who makes house calls on him. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: When he was very ill, I did. That is why—he was ill. 
Mr B.S. Wyatt: And do deals. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: No, I do not. 
I admit to an error. The Buckeridge proposal was not an island but it was a major — 
Mr M. McGowan: Is that part of your objection? 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Yes, I accept that. That was the Fremantle port one. That is a big point the Leader of the 
Opposition has made here! 
Mr M. McGowan: It actually is a big point. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: What the Buckeridge proposal — 
Mr M. McGowan: When you’re being sued for $1 billion, it is actually a big point! 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: This is the first win the Leader of the Opposition has had in weeks. This is a big point! 
Yes, strictly it is not an island but it is a major reclamation project going right out into Cockburn Sound. Same 
effect—I do not think that is a good idea for Cockburn Sound. 
Two different projects were put forward by Buckeridge and his partners. The first of those was a bulk products 
berth, which this government is supportive of. We have offered land at a proper price. We have offered to do 
road and rail infrastructure improvements and the like, which are needed. That has been made clear to 
Mr Buckeridge from the beginning of the term of this government. 
The other project he promotes has a whole lot of other issues to it, not least of which, as I said yesterday, is the 
reclamation of a very, very large area of Cockburn Sound. I do not want to see Cockburn Sound turned into a 
parking bay for containers, because that is what it would be. Does the Leader of the Opposition want that? Does 
the Leader of the Opposition want his constituents from Rockingham looking out over that beautiful ocean to see 
containers piled up in the middle of Cockburn Sound? I do not think the Western Australian public wants that. I 
am absolutely amazed that the Labor Party has come into this Parliament advocating the commercial interest of 
Len Buckeridge. 
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